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Sir: 

The references cited on attached forms PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B are being called 
to the attention of the Examiner. Copies of references ON-OO are enclosed. Copies of 
references JS-KC, MX-NE, NU-OA and the attachments of references AC, AI and AJ are 
provided in parent application 09/385,597 filed August 30, 1999, which forms part of the record 
of the present application. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d); MPEP §609. References NF-OA are 
references of record in commonly assigned U.S. Patent No. 5,723,853 while references OB-OM 
are references of record in commonly assigned U.S. Patent No. 5,942,741. References of record 
in additional applications that are family related to the present application are also submitted 
herein. The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed to make additional 
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information of record in the present application including references and other information of 
record in various applications that are family-related to the present application. 

It is respectfully requested that the cited references be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and the references be made of record therein and appear among 
the "references cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Reference ON is a report summarizing references cited by the applicants or the Examiner 
in applications of which priority is claimed. Examiners have a duty to consider art references of 
parent patent applications. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d); MPEP §609. The Examiner is respectfully 
requested to initialize the box adjacent to the ON reference listing to indicate that the Examiner 
has considered the references of record in the applications of which priority is claimed under 35 
U.S.C. §120. Applicants also submit reference OO, a report categorizing certain submitted 
references into various categories. The report attached as reference OO is intended to assist the 
Examiner in the Examiner's review of the significant number of references submitted. 
Applicants will also supply, at the Examiner's request, a computer accessible file that facilitates 
computer text searching of U.S. patent references that have been submitted. 

As provided for by 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), no inference should be made that the information 
and references cited are material to patentability. Also, no inference should be made that a 
reference is prior art merely because it is included in this statement. Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), 
the submission of an information disclosure statement should not be considered as representation 
that a search has been made. 

Applicants believe that a fee of $180.00 is required for submission of this statement. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees associated with this 
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